
March 21, 2016 

Glen Canyon Dam LTEMP Draft EIS  
Argonne National Laboratory  
9700 S. Cass Ave. – EVS/240  
Argonne, IL 60439 

Dear Sir/Ms:   

Since 1964, with the completion of the Glen Canyon Dam, the Lees Ferry tailwater has hosted 
a recreational trout fishery that has grown in importance and reputation locally, regionally, 
nationally, and internationally. Anglers from around the world travel to Lees Ferry to fish for 
high quality rainbow trout in the large, clear, swift-flowing Colorado River as it winds its way 
through the lower, scenic segment of Glen Canyon. This blue ribbon recreational sport fishery 
has also become a financial and economic mainstay for the small community of Marble Canyon 
and Coconino County, supporting fishing guide services, hotels, restaurants, fishing and 
outdoor recreation equipment and supplies, and visitor services.  The Lees Ferry trout fishery 
is clearly one of the important “values” that the Grand Canyon Protection Act was designed to 
protect and improve. 

We are writing to provide comments on the January 8, 2016 public review draft of the Glen 
Canyon Dam Long Term Experimental and Management Plan EIS. Our comments are guided by 
the Lees Ferry Recreational Trout Fishery Management Recommendations (August 2015) and 
have been coordinated with the recreational fishing representatives on the Glen Canyon Dam 
Adaptive Management Work Group who will be providing separate, more detailed comments 
and recommendations. 

1. The Grand Canyon Protection Act (GCPA) of 1992 directs the Secretary of the Interior to 
operate Glen Canyon Dam and exercise other authorities “in such a manner as to protect, 
mitigate adverse impacts to, and improve the values for which Grand Canyon National 
Park and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area were established including, but not 
limited to, natural and cultural resources and visitor use.”  Lees Ferry is an internationally 
recognized rainbow trout fishery that generates between 10,000 and 20,000 visitor days 
per year.  As such, the Lees Ferry rainbow trout fishery should explicitly be identified in 
the EIS as a priority “value” for which the Glen Canyon Dam should be operated to protect 
and improve.    

2. The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AGFD) is the management agency with primary 
statutory responsibility for resident fish and wildlife in the State of Arizona.  In September 
2015, AGFD approved its Fisheries Management Plan, Colorado River-Lees Ferry 2015-2025 
(Plan). The goal of the Plan is to maintain and enhance a Blue Ribbon rainbow trout 
fishery at Lees Ferry that does not adversely affect the native aquatic community in 
Grand Canyon National Park.   We fully support this goal and request that the relevant 
objectives and adaptive management strategies in the Plan (Table 1, attached) be 
included as stated goals and objectives of the LTEMP.   

3. We support Alternative D (the preferred alternative) with the following changes or 
caveats: 

http://www.trcp.org/images/uploads/wygwam/Lees_Ferry_Recommnedations_-final-_8-2015.pdf


a. The health of the rainbow trout fishery and the aquatic food base, water 
temperatures, and dissolved oxygen levels should all be considered when determining 
the minimum flow that will precede and/or follow a fall high flow experiment (HFE). 
In general, flows below 8000 cfs should be avoided if the condition of trout or food 
base is poor, water temperatures are above average, and DO levels are below average. 

b. Many fishermen and fishing guides believe that repeated/frequent fall HFEs may be 
adversely impacting the rainbow trout fishery and the aquatic food base.  Continued 
testing of fall HFE’s, especially extended duration HFE’s up to 10+ days in length, 
needs to carefully consider their potential impacts to the aquatic food base, rainbow 
trout, and invasive species in both Glen and Marble canyons. 

c. Under all the EIS alternatives, spring HFE’s would occur on a very infrequent basis and 
only used as a tool for conserving sediment and building sandbars.  We recommend 
modifying the HFE “trigger” to allow for more frequent spring HFEs that are aimed at 
benefitting a variety of priority resources besides sediment/sandbars, including 
aquatic food base, the endangered humpback chub and razorback sucker, other native 
fishes, the rainbow trout fishery, and riparian vegetation.    

d. We fully support testing of sustained low steady flows (also known as “bug flows”) that 
are designed to increase the production and diversity of the aquatic insects in the 
Colorado River below Glen Canyon Dam.  Language should be included in the EIS that 
recognizes that a more diverse and productive aquatic food base will potentially 
benefit a variety of priority resources including the rainbow trout fishery, native fish 
(including the endangered humpback chub), and a host of riparian species that occur 
in Glen, Marble, and Grand Canyons.  Because of the importance of the aquatic food 
base, we recommend testing of bug flows very early in the 20-year implementation 
process. 

e. We recognize that over recruitment of young rainbow trout, which has been observed 
in the past, can adversely impact the quality and stability of the Lees Ferry trout 
fishery and may increase downstream migration of trout.  As such, we support careful 
testing of Trout Management Flows (TMF).  TMFs should be explicitly identified in the 
EIS as a tool that will be employed to help improve the quality and stability of the 
trout fishery.  However, TMF should only be implemented when there is an identified 
need to reduce the number of young of the year rainbow trout in Lee Ferry or, after 
consultation with AGFD, agreement is reached that the trout population can withstand 
a TMF experiment that has the potential to eliminate a recruitment year class.  

f. We support the proposal to include the AGFD as part of the implementation/planning 
meetings or calls to discuss dam operation, experimental treatments and/or 
management actions. 

Finally, because of the length and complexity of the LTEMP EIS, we request that the selected 
alternative and/or the Record of Decision include a summary of experimental and 
management actions that are proposed to benefit the Lees Ferry rainbow trout fishery. 

Thank you for considering our comments and for all the hard work of the EIS team in 
preparing the LTEMP EIS. 




